
How to Get Acrylic Paint Out of Carpet  
 

Acrylic paint adds a vibrant splash of color to any artistic creation, but it can be a nightmare 

when it ends up on your carpet. The thick, fast-drying nature of acrylic paint makes it a 

tough stain to deal with, especially when it has dried. But don't worry, with a little patience 

and the right cleaning techniques, how to get acrylic paint out of carpet to its original state.  

 

1. Act Fast: 

The first rule of thumb when dealing with any stain, especially acrylic paint, is to act fast. 

The quicker you address the stain, the easier it will be to remove. If you notice a paint spill, 

don't let it dry. Start by blotting the excess paint with a clean, dry cloth. Be careful not to 

rub or scrub as this could push the paint further into the carpet fibres. 

 

2. Use a Paint Removal Solution: 

Once you've blotted out as much paint as possible, it's time to introduce a paint removal 

solution. You can either purchase a commercial acrylic paint remover or make your own at 

home using a mixture of warm water and dish soap. Apply the solution directly onto the 

stain and let it sit for a few minutes.  

 

3. Blot the Stain: 

After allowing the solution to penetrate the stain, use a clean cloth or sponge to blot the 

area. The solution should have loosened the paint, enabling you to lift it from the carpet 

fibres. Remember to blot, not rub, to avoid spreading the stain.  

 

4. Rinse And Dry: 

Once the stain is removed, rinse the area with warm water to remove any residue of the 

paint or cleaning solution. Blot the area with a dry towel to absorb the water. Then, let the 

carpet air dry. 

 

5. Repeat if Necessary: 

If the stain is still visible after the first attempt, don't lose heart. Repeat the process until the 

stain is completely gone.  

 

6. Vacuum: 

Once the carpet is completely dry, vacuum over the area to restore the texture of the 

carpet.  

 

7. Professional Cleaning: 

If all else fails or you are dealing with a large or stubborn stain, you may need to consider 

hiring a professional carpet cleaner. They have specialised tools and cleaning agents that 

can effectively remove tough acrylic paint stains.  
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Remember, the success of removing acrylic paint from your carpet largely depends on how 

quickly you act. The sooner you tackle the stain, the better your chances of fully restoring 

your carpet. So the next time you or your little Picasso have a painting mishap, don't panic. 

Follow these steps and you should be able to clean up the mess in no time.  

 

Note: Always test a small, hidden area of your carpet with any cleaning solutions before 

applying them to the stain. This will ensure the solution won't discolour or damage your 

carpet. 

 


